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Abstract: Against the backdrop of globalization and urbanization, the linguistic landscape
of a city is not only a vital component of its culture but also carries significant
responsibilities for urban development and image shaping. In this context, a thorough study
of the linguistic landscape in Zhanjiang City, analyzing its influencing factors, and
proposing strategies to address its challenges holds substantial theoretical value and
practical significance. Through this research, we aim to promote the cultural prosperity of
Zhanjiang City, enhance its urban image, and achieve its sustainable development goals.

1. Introduction

The linguistic landscape refers to the manifestation of the languages and scripts used by people in
urban spaces, including signs, billboards, advertisements, slogans, and various other linguistic
symbols displayed and applied throughout the city. As a city with a rich historical and cultural heritage
and unique geographical advantages, Zhanjiang's linguistic landscape not only carries the legacy of
its history and culture but also reflects the diversity and characteristics of contemporary society.
However, with the development of the economy and the acceleration of urbanization, the linguistic
landscape of Zhanjiang City faces numerous challenges and issues. This paper aims to explore the
actual state and construction strategies of the linguistic landscape in Zhanjiang City, providing
theoretical support and practical guidance for its sustainable development.

2. Analysis of the Linguistic Landscape in Zhanjiang City
2.1. Current Status of the Linguistic Landscape in Zhanjiang City

Zhanjiang City, located in the western part of Guangdong Province, China, is not only blessed with
abundant natural resources and beautiful coastlines but also rich in profound historical and cultural
heritage. As a city with a long history, the linguistic landscape of Zhanjiang displays its cultural
diversity and richness, serving as a crucial manifestation of its cultural allure. The linguistic landscape
here is heavily influenced by a multicultural environment, encompassing a variety of languages and
dialects such as Mandarin, Teochew, and Hakka, forming a vibrant linguistic map. This unique
multicultural linguistic landscape not only records and reflects the historical changes of Zhanjiang
but also showcases the city's rich cultural depth and its inclusive and open-minded spirit[™.
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With the acceleration of urbanization, the linguistic landscape of Zhanjiang is undergoing a series
of changes and evolutions. In this process, different areas exhibit distinctive linguistic characteristics.
The commercial districts feature a modern vibe, where trendy phrases and internet slang frequently
appear, reflecting the lifestyle and thought patterns of the younger generation; residential areas retain
more traditional dialects, showing the respect and transmission of traditional culture by the people of
Zhanjiang; the industrial areas utilize more practical and direct language, reflecting the city's
industrial side. Moreover, the development of technology and societal transformations continually
update the linguistic landscape of Zhanjiang. The widespread dissemination of internet slang and
popular phrases enriches the linguistic landscape, presenting a unique balance Zhanjiang has found
between tradition and modernity, conservatism and openness, and also hinting at the future direction
of Zhanjiang’s cultural development.

2.2. Factors Influencing the Development of the Linguistic Landscape

2.2.1. Cultural Heritage and Historical Evolution

The linguistic landscape of Zhanjiang City is profoundly influenced by cultural heritage and
historical evolution. As a city with a long history, Zhanjiang possesses rich historical and cultural
resources. Cultural relics and linguistic traditions from different historical periods have shaped
Zhanjiang's unique linguistic landscape. Significant historical events, cultural exchanges, and ethnic
integration have all had lasting effects on the linguistic environment of Zhanjiang. Additionally, as
times change and society evolves, the linguistic landscape of Zhanjiang also continuously develops,
with new forms of language and vocabulary emerging, enriching the linguistic landscape’s content!?!.

2.2.2. Policy and Planning Influence on the Linguistic Landscape

Policies and planning play a crucial role in shaping and guiding the linguistic landscape of
Zhanjiang City. Government language policies and urban planning directly impact the formation and
development of Zhanjiang’s linguistic landscape. For instance, language education policies, cultural
preservation policies, and the design of linguistic environments in urban planning all significantly
affect the linguistic landscape of Zhanjiang. The planning and management measures by
governmental bodies can guide and promote the healthy development of the linguistic landscape,
protecting and inheriting Zhanjiang’s unique linguistic culture.

2.2.3. Socioeconomic Development Shaping the Linguistic Landscape

The level of socioeconomic development in Zhanjiang City also continuously shapes its linguistic
landscape. Different stages and characteristics of economic development directly influence the
language usage and dissemination methods in Zhanjiang. With rapid economic growth and
accelerated urbanization, the linguistic landscape of Zhanjiang is constantly changing. Urbanization
brings about population mobility, changes in social structure, and increasingly specialized divisions
of labor, all of which profoundly impact the linguistic landscape of Zhanjiang. Thus, there is a close
interrelationship between socioeconomic development and the linguistic landscape of Zhanjiang City.
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3. The Challenges of Constructing the Linguistic Landscape in Zhanjiang City
3.1. Challenges of Social Views and Cultural Identity Differences

3.1.1. Conflict Between Multiculturalism and Value Systems

Zhanjiang City, as a culturally diverse urban center, attracts groups from various backgrounds,
each bringing their unique cultural traditions and values, making the city a melting pot of cultures.
However, this diversity also presents challenges. In the construction of the linguistic landscape, value
systems and language habits formed under different cultural backgrounds may clash. For instance,
specific linguistic expressions may carry different meanings and emotional connotations for different
cultural groups, leading to misunderstandings and communication barriers in public interactions and
the collective construction of the linguistic landscape. These conflicts are not only evident in everyday
communication but also in public signage, artwork, and the naming of public spaces, adding
complexity and challenges to the city's cultural integration.

3.1.2. Challenges of Social Stratification and Cultural Identity

In Zhanjiang City, the phenomenon of multi-layered social stratification is prominent, where
different social levels possess unique cultural identifiers and identities. This stratification is reflected
not only in economic conditions and lifestyles but also deeply influences residents’ value systems and
cultural identities. As a result, differences in language use, style, and communication habits between
various social strata further complicate the linguistic landscape. For example, groups with higher
socioeconomic status may prefer to use a particular language style or jargon, while other layers of
society may have their preferred modes of expression. These differences are especially pronounced
in the public linguistic landscape, such as in street naming and the language choices in public signage,
reflecting the cultural differences and identity challenges between different social strata. This
disparity in culture and language, driven by social stratification, not only challenges the consistency
of the linguistic landscape but also highlights deeper issues of social and cultural identity,

3.2. Challenges of Funding and Urban Resource Scarcity

3.2.1. Funding Difficulties and Limited Project Implementation

In the development blueprint of Zhanjiang City, the construction of the linguistic landscape holds
a significant position, aiming to showcase the city's cultural depth and diversity through rich language
arts and cultural activities. However, fundraising has become a major challenge in achieving this goal.
From the design and production of language arts to the planning and execution of cultural activities,
and the training and introduction of cultural talents, each step requires substantial financial support.
The limited availability of funds becomes a bottleneck restricting the development of linguistic
landscape projects, causing many creative and culturally valuable projects to be unfeasible or forced
to reduce scale and quality due to financial shortages. This not only affects the comprehensive display
of the city's cultural image but also limits the further enhancement of the city's cultural taste, putting
the city at a disadvantage in intense cultural competition.

3.2.2. Insufficiency of Urban Infrastructure

The lack of adequate urban infrastructure is also a major challenge for the construction of the
linguistic landscape in Zhanjiang City. Good urban infrastructure is a prerequisite for the smooth
progression of linguistic landscape projects, involving various aspects of project implementation such
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as transport accessibility, venue availability, and facility completeness. However, the infrastructure in
some areas of Zhanjiang City has not yet reached an ideal state, directly affecting the implementation
of linguistic landscape projects. For example, some areas, due to narrow roads, insufficient lighting,
or an inadequate drainage system, cannot provide suitable spaces for the display of language art or
make it difficult to host large cultural activities. Furthermore, inconvenient transportation facilities
may limit the audience's access to exhibition sites, reducing the impact and coverage of linguistic
landscape projects. This deficiency in infrastructure not only affects the construction and display
effect of the linguistic landscape but also restricts the expansion of urban cultural spaces and the
popularization of cultural activities.

3.3. Balancing Urban Development and Linguistic Landscape Conservation

3.3.1. Conflict between Urban Renewal and Historical Cultural Preservation

In the process of urban renewal in Zhanjiang City, conflicts between the preservation of historical
cultural heritage and the demands of urban development are particularly pronounced. On the one hand,
the pace of urban renewal often involves the demolition of old buildings and the construction of new
ones, during which some structures with significant historical and cultural value and their associated
linguistic landscapes sometimes face the fate of being destroyed or altered. This not only undermines
the unique historical and cultural heritage of Zhanjiang City but also dilutes the city's historical
memory and cultural identity. On the other hand, urban renewal is a key way to enhance urban
competitiveness and improve residents' quality of life, driving the modernization of urban
infrastructure and promoting economic and social development. Therefore, the contradiction between
urban renewal and historical cultural preservation has become a crucial issue that Zhanjiang City
must carefully consider and balance in its pursuit of development.

3.3.2. Imbalance between Urban Expansion and Environmental Protection

As Zhanjiang City expands outward, the balance between urban expansion and environmental
protection becomes increasingly severe. Urban expansion often requires the use of more land
resources, directly placing development pressure on ecologically sensitive areas and natural scenic
zones. With the development and utilization of land, the original ecosystems are disrupted,
biodiversity is threatened, soil and water conservation and natural purification functions are weakened,
thereby affecting the ecological balance of the city and the quality of life of its residents. Furthermore,
the impact of urban expansion on the natural environment is also reflected in the protection and
construction of the linguistic landscape; the deterioration of the ecological environment limits the
possibilities for integrating the linguistic landscape with the natural environment, reducing the
aesthetic and cultural value of the linguistic landscape. As the city continues to expand, how to
maintain harmonious coexistence with the natural environment and protect the integrity of
ecosystems poses a significant challenge for Zhanjiang City!l.

4. Strategies for Constructing the Linguistic Landscape in Zhanjiang City
4.1. Cultural Heritage and Innovation

4.1.1. Protection and Inheritance of Traditional Cultural Elements in the Linguistic Landscape

Zhanjiang City, with its long history and rich cultural heritage, contains a wealth of traditional
cultural elements within its linguistic landscape. These cultural heritages are not only witnesses to
history but also crucial components of national culture. To effectively protect and inherit these
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precious cultural assets, a series of measures must be implemented. First, the formulation and
improvement of relevant laws and regulations are particularly important. This not only strengthens
the protection of important cultural heritages but also includes protective measures for ancient
buildings, historical cultural districts, and other tangible and intangible cultural heritages. Such
regulations provide a solid legal and institutional foundation for the protection of cultural heritage.
Secondly, by organizing various cultural activities and promotional education, the public’s
awareness and understanding of traditional culture can be greatly enhanced. These activities not only
inspire people's pride in and awareness of their culture but also allow more people to learn about and
participate in the protection and inheritance of traditional culture. Moreover, strengthening training
and support for traditional craftsmen and traditional art forms is key to cultivating a new generation
of cultural inheritors. By establishing specialized training institutions and courses, we can ensure the
continuation of skills and provide new vitality for the innovative development of traditional culture.

4.1.2. Integrating Innovative Concepts and Contemporary Characteristics into the Linguistic
Landscape Design

While preserving and inheriting traditional culture, the design of Zhanjiang City's linguistic
landscape urgently needs to incorporate new innovative ideas and characteristics of the times. This
can not only enrich the city's cultural connotations but also enhance its attractiveness and
competitiveness. In the process of designing the linguistic landscape, integrating modern technology
and artistic techniques can create works that are both contemporary and innovatively charming. For
example, the use of advanced multimedia technologies such as audio, video, and interactive
installations can greatly enhance the interactivity and audiovisual experience of the landscape,
making it a new highlight to attract citizens and tourists.

At the same time, inviting artists, designers, and technology innovators to participate in the design
of the linguistic landscape can infuse their innovative thinking and artistic concepts into the landscape,
making it more diverse and creative. Such cross-disciplinary collaborations not only enhance the
artistic and technological content of the landscape but also promote communication and cooperation
between different fields, injecting new energy into the city's cultural prosperity and development.
Through such means, Zhanjiang's linguistic landscape can not only protect and inherit traditional
culture but also showcase the city's innovative spirit and contemporary style, contributing to the
sustainable development of culturel®],

4.2. Government Planning and Infrastructure Improvement

4.2.1. Developing a Diversified Funding Plan

To support the comprehensive construction and development of Zhanjiang's linguistic landscape,
it is crucial to devise a comprehensive and diversified funding plan. The government plays a leading
role in this process and needs to carefully design a multi-channel funding strategy to ensure the
smooth implementation of projects. On one hand, direct government investment is fundamental,
providing a solid financial foundation for the construction of the linguistic landscape through budget
allocations and fiscal subsidies. These funds are mainly used for initial research, planning, design,
and the construction of critical infrastructure.

On the other hand, to broaden the sources of funding, the government can actively explore
cooperation models with social capital. By engaging in public-private partnership projects and
granting concessions, it can attract social investments into the linguistic landscape projects.
Additionally, establishing mechanisms for private donations and sponsorships encourages
corporations, charitable organizations, and even individuals to support and donate to linguistic
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landscape projects, which is an important way to raise funds. The establishment of this diversified
financing model not only ensures that the financial needs of the linguistic landscape projects are met
but also enhances the sense of ownership and participation of the public in these projects!®l.

4.2.2. Enhancing Urban Infrastructure Construction

With the support of the funding plan, further improving urban infrastructure construction is another
key task for promoting the sustainable development of Zhanjiang's linguistic landscape. The
government should prioritize infrastructure development as a strategic direction, especially in areas
where linguistic landscape projects are concentrated, such as cultural districts, tourist attractions, and
historical sites. Strengthening and upgrading infrastructure such as roads, transportation, water,
electricity, and communication not only enhances the efficiency and quality of public services but
also provides a more convenient and safe experience for residents and visitors.

Additionally, the government needs to ensure sustainable management and maintenance of these
infrastructures by conducting regular inspections and repairs to ensure their good operating condition.
Furthermore, the introduction of intelligent management systems, such as smart city technologies,
can not only improve the efficiency and level of urban management but also provide more
possibilities for the display and experience of the linguistic landscape. Through these comprehensive
measures, a solid foundation can be laid for the construction and long-term development of
Zhanjiang's linguistic landscape, while also contributing to the enhancement of the city's overall
image and the quality of life of its residents.

4.3. Balance Strategies between Urban Development and Linguistic Landscape Conservation

4.3.1. Coordination of Urban Renewal and Historical Cultural Preservation

In a city with a long history like Zhanjiang, balancing urban renewal with the preservation of
historical and cultural heritage is crucial. As government departments push forward with urban
modernization, they must take measures to ensure that historical cultural heritage is appropriately
protected and restored. This includes, but is not limited to, maintaining and repairing old buildings,
monuments, and other important historical and cultural landmarks while preserving their unique
characteristics and styles, making them an integral part of modern urban life. Such measures not only
protect the city's historical memory but also provide rich cultural experiences for residents and visitors.

Furthermore, government planning for urban renewal should fully consider the integration and
development of the linguistic landscape. This means that in new urban planning and construction,
historical cultural elements should be combined with modern design concepts, allowing old and new
buildings to coexist harmoniously and create urban spaces that are both historically resonant and
conform to modern aesthetics. Additionally, strengthening the management and supervision of
historical buildings and cultural sites and adopting scientific and reasonable methods for their repair
and use can prevent historical heritage from being damaged by urban development and provide a
firmer foundation for the enrichment and development of the linguistic landscape.

4.3.2. Integration of Urban Expansion and Environmental Protection

As Zhanjiang expands outward, finding a balance between urban development and environmental
protection becomes particularly crucial. Urban expansion should not come at the cost of sacrificing
the natural environment, hence, during planning and implementation, the integrity and stability of
ecosystems must be thoroughly considered. The government should take measures to protect natural
landscapes and biodiversity, reducing the consumption and destruction of natural resources by urban
expansion. This means minimizing the encroachment on undeveloped land in new development
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projects, prioritizing the use of existing urban land and buildings, and incorporating green design and
sustainable development principles into new constructions.

Additionally, planning the layout and design of the linguistic landscape to harmonize with the
characteristics of the natural environment and the formation patterns of natural landscapes is key to
achieving harmonious coexistence between the city and nature. By introducing elements such as
ecological corridors, green spaces, and water body conservation into urban planning, not only can the
ecological value and residential comfort of the city be enhanced, but also the natural beauty and
cultural content of the linguistic landscape can be augmented. The government should also establish
and enforce strict environmental protection policies and regulations, enhance the dissemination and
education of environmental awareness to ensure effective protection of the natural environment and
support the sustainable and healthy development of the linguistic landscape. Through coordinating
urban renewal with historical and cultural preservation, and integrating urban expansion with
environmental protection, a positive interaction between urban development and the protection of the
linguistic landscape can be achieved, promoting the sustainable development of Zhanjiang's linguistic
landscape and the harmonious progress of the city.

5. Conclusion

This study provides a comprehensive analysis of the current state of the linguistic landscape in
Zhanjiang City and proposes relevant solutions, offering significant theoretical support and practical
guidance for the sustainable development of the city's linguistic landscape. In the future, we look
forward to further strengthening the protection and development of the linguistic landscape,
promoting the vigorous prosperity of Zhanjiang's culture, enhancing the city's image, and achieving
the goals of sustainable urban development.
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