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Abstract: As the core socialist values gain popularity, higher education ideological and 

political education faces new challenges and opportunities for development. Through the 

analysis of relevant concepts and theories, this paper reveals the necessity and urgency of 

integrating these two aspects. Based on this, it systematically reviews the main challenges 

faced by higher education ideological and political education in incorporating the core 

socialist values. Strategies such as curriculum reform, innovative teaching methods, and 

evaluation system optimization are proposed to achieve an organic combination of 

educational content and methods. This provides theoretical and practical guidance for 

cultivating well-rounded socialist constructors and successors proficient in morality, 

intelligence, physical fitness, aesthetics, and labor. 

1. Introduction 

In the context of the new era, higher education shoulders the significant mission of shaping and 

inheriting future socialist constructors and leaders. In this process, the core role of higher education 

ideological and political education continues to be emphasized and valued. As a key driver of the 

forward development of socialist spiritual civilization, core socialist values have become an 

indispensable part of higher education. Against this backdrop, exploring how to organically integrate 

education in core socialist values with higher education ideological and political education has not 

only become an important topic in educational reform but also a critical pathway to enhancing 

educational quality and cultivating high-quality talents that meet contemporary requirements. 

2. Concepts and Theoretical Foundations 

2.1. Overview of Socialist Core Values 

Socialist Core Values, which form the core content of the ideology of Socialism with Chinese 

characteristics in the new era, encapsulate twelve terms: prosperity, democracy, civility, harmony, 

freedom, equality, justice, rule of law, patriotism, dedication, integrity, and friendliness. These 

twenty-four-character guidelines serve as fundamental directives for building a harmonious society 

and advancing the socialist modernization process [1]. This value system is not only the moral guide 

and behavioral norm for contemporary Chinese development but is also the essential set of values 
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that universities must thoroughly implement when nurturing the youth of the new era. It demands that 

universities not only educate students in knowledge transfer but also devote efforts to moral education 

and value shaping to ensure students' holistic development and prepare them as qualified contributors 

and reliable successors for the socialist modernization. 

2.2. The Role and Significance of Ideological and Political Education in Universities 

Ideological and political education in universities holds a pivotal position within the contemporary 

Chinese educational system. It is crucial for shaping students' moral and ethical beliefs and 

establishing their values, serving as an important means for the nation to train qualified builders and 

successors for the socialist cause. Through organized ideological and political theory courses, 

practical activities, and social practice, university ideological and political education aims to guide 

students to establish correct worldviews, outlooks on life, and values, thereby fostering and enhancing 

Socialist Core Values. This process is designed to promote students' personal growth comprehensively, 

enabling them to become talented individuals capable of contributing to socialist construction. 

Additionally, university ideological and political education also plays a vital role in disseminating 

scientific and cultural knowledge, enhancing students' critical thinking abilities, and strengthening 

their national consciousness and sense of historical mission. 

2.3. Theoretical Support for an Integrated Approach 

Based on the high consistency in educational goals and value pursuits between education in 

Socialist Core Values and university ideological and political education, an integrated approach is 

adopted. This integration represents a specific manifestation of Marxist ideological education theory, 

aligns with modern educational concepts of holistic education and lifelong learning, and responds to 

modern higher education's demands for innovative talent training models. Theoretically, this 

integration emphasizes the comprehensive incorporation of Socialist Core Values education into 

university ideological and political education by integrating educational resources, updating 

educational content, innovating teaching methods, and optimizing evaluation systems. This not only 

deepens students' understanding and identification with Socialist Core Values but also effectively 

enhances their overall qualities, cultivating more outstanding talents with social responsibility, 

innovative spirit, international perspectives, and practical skills, contributing to the realization of the 

great rejuvenation of the Chinese Dream [2]. 

3. Challenges in Integrating Ideological and Political Education with Socialist Core Values in 

Higher Education 

3.1. Insufficient Integration of Educational Content 

A significant challenge in the integration of ideological and political education with socialist core 

values in higher education is the insufficient fusion of educational content. On one hand, there is a 

certain disconnect between current educational content and the rapidly evolving social realities. Often, 

the content remains focused on traditional theoretical teachings, failing to fully reflect the new 

achievements, problems, and demands of society in the new era. This makes it difficult for students 

to relate their learning to their personal life experiences and social practices. On the other hand, 

despite efforts by universities to incorporate socialist core values into their curricula, these efforts 

often lack innovative thinking and a practical orientation. When integrating socialist core values, the 

content often appears forced and unappealing, failing to effectively stimulate students' interest in 

learning and active participation. This lack of systematic and coherent integration results in students’ 
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superficial understanding of socialist core values, making it difficult for them to deeply internalize 

and consciously practice these values, thus affecting the depth and breadth of ideological and political 

education. 

3.2. Traditionalization and Uniformity of Teaching Methods 

One of the challenges in the organic integration of ideological and political education with socialist 

core values in the current higher education system is the traditionalization and uniformity of teaching 

methods. This challenge not only limits the depth and breadth of educational content selection but 

also affects students' understanding and internalization of socialist core values. 

Traditional teaching methods rely primarily on lectures and indoctrination, emphasizing the 

dominant role of the teacher and the transmission of knowledge, while neglecting students' active 

participation and practical experience [3]. In this mode, ideological and political education often 

becomes a one-way transmission of theoretical knowledge, lacking connection with students' daily 

lives and personal experiences, which makes it difficult for the education of socialist core values to 

reach the emotional depths of students, affecting the effective dissemination and cultivation of these 

values. 

Moreover, teaching methods lack diversity in form and means, failing to meet the learning needs 

and preferences of different students. With the development of information technology and changes 

in student demographics, a singular teaching method no longer suits the learning habits and cognitive 

characteristics of contemporary students. This issue is particularly prominent in the integration of 

ideological and political education with socialist core values in universities, as cultivating students' 

values and ideological consciousness requires more diverse and flexible educational means to 

promote comprehensive development and deep understanding. 

The traditional and uniform teaching methods have become a major obstacle in universities' efforts 

to integrate ideological and political education with socialist core values. This not only lowers the 

quality and effectiveness of teaching but also restricts students' deep understanding and active practice 

of socialist core values. Thus, exploring solutions to this issue is crucial for enhancing the 

effectiveness and influence of ideological and political education in higher education. 

3.3. Imperfections in the Evaluation System 

In the process of integrating ideological and political education in universities with the education 

of socialist core values, an imperfect evaluation system poses another significant challenge. This 

challenge is directly related to the comprehensive assessment and optimization of educational 

outcomes, which in turn affects the depth and effectiveness of their integration. 

The current evaluation system primarily faces the issue of not fully covering the multi-dimensional 

objectives of socialist core values education. Specifically, the evaluation system tends to focus on 

assessing students' knowledge levels, while neglecting the assessment of non-knowledge dimensions 

such as students' values, moral emotions, and sense of social responsibility. This biased evaluation 

orientation cannot accurately reflect the degree of students' internalization of socialist core values or 

their actual behavioral changes, nor can it provide effective guidance for improving educational 

practice. 

Moreover, the methodological singularity of the evaluation system is also a flaw. Existing 

evaluation methods rely heavily on written exams and theoretical tests, lacking consideration for 

students' actual actions, participation levels, and innovative abilities. This singular evaluation 

approach does not encourage students' enthusiasm for active learning and participation, nor does it 

support the innovation and diversification of educational activities. 

Critically, the evaluation system fails to effectively reflect the integration outcomes of university 
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ideological and political education with socialist core values education. In practice, the integration 

aims to cultivate high-quality talents with profound socialist core values through mutual permeation 

and fusion. However, the current evaluation mechanisms do not comprehensively assess and provide 

feedback on the effectiveness of this integration, resulting in a lack of data-driven and theoretical 

support during the process of educational innovation and improvement. 

To ensure the effective integration of ideological and political education with socialist core values 

education in universities, it is crucial to deepen and refine the evaluation system, emphasizing its 

comprehensive content coverage, wide method application, and the timeliness and accuracy of 

feedback. Establishing an evaluation system that comprehensively reflects students' achievements in 

understanding knowledge, forming values, and behavioral performance is key to advancing this 

educational integration process, enhancing educational outcomes, and achieving training objectives. 

4. Implementation Strategies for the Organic Integration of Ideological and Political Education 

with Socialist Core Values Education in Universities 

4.1. Innovation and Integration of Curriculum Content 

In the contemporary higher education system, the deep integration of ideological and political 

education with the education of socialist core values is particularly important. This challenges not 

only traditional educational models but also tests the capability for innovation and integration of 

educational content. To achieve this goal, innovation in curriculum content must be initiated to ensure 

that the content not only reflects the progress of the era but also thoroughly implements the essence 

of socialist core values [4]. 

4.1.1. Course Content Design Incorporating Socialist Core Values 

Firstly, in designing course content, it is crucial to deeply integrate socialist core values into every 

aspect of teaching. In traditional ideological and political theory courses, besides explaining the basic 

theories of values, it is important to link these values closely with the development of contemporary 

China. Teaching methods such as case studies and problem discussions should be used to stimulate 

students' thinking and communication, guiding them to deeply understand and explore these values, 

thereby forming their unique insights and understandings. Additionally, the education of socialist core 

values should be extended to professional courses, such as law, economics, and management, 

integrating them with specific social cases and disciplinary knowledge to deepen students' 

understanding and identification with these values. 

4.1.2. Addition of Interdisciplinary Comprehensive Courses and Strengthening of Practical 

Teaching 

Furthermore, universities should strive for innovation in interdisciplinary comprehensive courses 

and enhance practical teaching. Linking theoretical knowledge with real-world issues, such as 

introducing courses like "Socialist Core Values and Modern Society" and "Citizen Responsibility and 

Social Development," can promote cross-disciplinary learning and exploration among students. This 

helps them build a comprehensive and profound knowledge structure, broaden their perspectives, and 

enhance their overall capabilities. Such courses should encourage students to engage in project-based 

learning and group collaboration, conducting in-depth research and practical exploration to 

experience and practice socialist core values in real actions. Additionally, universities should increase 

support for social practice activities, such as organizing students to participate in community services, 

public welfare projects, and scientific research, allowing them to understand the true meaning of 

values through serving society and transforming these values into guides for personal action. 
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Through the comprehensive application of these strategies, universities can provide students with 

a rich, diverse, and interactive learning environment, effectively promoting the organic integration of 

ideological and political education with socialist core values education. This not only facilitates 

students' theoretical knowledge growth but also enhances their moral cultivation, sense of social 

responsibility, and practical abilities, laying a solid foundation for cultivating high-quality talents who 

can meet the demands of the new era. 

4.2. Innovation and Application of Teaching Methods 

In the process of tightly integrating ideological and political education with socialist core values 

education in universities, the innovative application of teaching methods becomes key to enhancing 

teaching quality. 

4.2.1. Application of Interactive Teaching Methods 

Interactive teaching methods emphasize enhancing interaction between teachers and students, and 

among students, during the teaching and learning process. The aim is to stimulate students' interest 

in learning and increase their initiative and participation. In the integration of ideological and political 

education with socialist core values education, teachers can adopt various interactive methods, such 

as group discussions, role-playing, and mock court debates. These not only allow students to engage 

more deeply but also help them understand and master socialist core values more profoundly [5]. 

Such teaching activities not only develop students' logical thinking and expression skills but also 

enable them to experience the spirit of socialist core values in practice, facilitating a transition from 

cognition to action. 

4.2.2. Application of Information Technology 

The rapid development of information technology provides new means and platforms for 

university ideological and political education. Through online platforms, online courses, and virtual 

simulation labs, teachers can create a multimedia, interactive teaching environment, enriching 

teaching resources and improving teaching efficiency. For example, using online video lectures and 

micro-courses to delve into various aspects of socialist core values, combined with current social hot 

topics, can guide students in deep discussions and reflections both online and offline. Additionally, 

by utilizing social media and online forums, students can freely express their views and share learning 

experiences, enhancing the interactivity and participation of learning. Moreover, with advanced 

technologies like big data and artificial intelligence, teachers can track students' learning progress in 

real time, providing personalized learning suggestions and coaching, achieving precision teaching. 

Through these innovative teaching methods and technologies, students' depth of understanding 

and practical abilities regarding socialist core values can be effectively enhanced. This not only helps 

build an open and efficient learning environment but also promotes the effective integration of 

ideological and political education with socialist core values education in universities, cultivating 

more outstanding talents with social responsibility, innovative spirit, and practical abilities to meet 

the demands of the new era. 

4.3. Improving and Implementing the Evaluation Mechanism 

In the context of contemporary educational reform, the effective integration of ideological and 

political education in universities with the education of socialist core values has been subject to 

increasingly higher demands. Among these, the improvement and implementation of the evaluation 

mechanism have become key to enhancing the practical effectiveness of education. A comprehensive 
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and precise evaluation system can provide essential feedback for teaching, facilitate the personalized 

development of students, and ensure the achievement of educational goals. 

4.3.1. Establishment of a Diversified and Process-Oriented Evaluation System 

To more accurately assess students' understanding and acceptance of socialist core values, it is 

essential to establish a diversified and process-oriented evaluation system. This system aims to 

comprehensively assess students from the mastery of theoretical knowledge to the identification with 

values and their manifestation in actual behavior, covering all aspects of learning outcomes. By 

introducing diverse evaluation indicators such as classroom participation, group discussion activity, 

execution of practical projects, and community service involvement, teachers can fully capture 

students' learning performance and social practice capabilities. Through compiling learning logs and 

reflection reports, process-oriented evaluations continually record and reflect on the learning process, 

which not only stimulates students' awareness of their own growth but also empowers teachers to 

adjust teaching strategies and content according to the individualized needs of students, ensuring that 

education more closely aligns with student needs and societal progress. The establishment of this 

evaluation system aims to deepen students' understanding of socialist core values and cultivate their 

comprehensive development capabilities. 

4.3.2. Effective Strengthening of Formative and Self-Evaluation Mechanisms 

Formative evaluation, as a process-oriented evaluation method, emphasizes providing continuous 

feedback and guidance throughout the learning process. Its purpose is to help students recognize their 

progress and deficiencies in knowledge mastery, skill application, and the internalization of values, 

thereby adjusting their learning strategies and methods. In the context of ideological and political 

education in universities, this type of evaluation can be implemented through various forms such as 

organizing regular learning feedback meetings, encouraging students to write learning logs, and 

conducting peer evaluations [6]. These activities not only help students identify and remedy learning 

gaps under the guidance of teachers but also create a positive learning atmosphere among classmates, 

facilitating collective exploration and deepening of socialist core values. 

Simultaneously, strengthening the self-evaluation mechanism is an important means to cultivate 

students' autonomous learning capabilities and self-improvement awareness. By encouraging 

students to self-assess and evaluate their learning outcomes, it not only enhances their control over 

their own learning processes but also helps them achieve a deeper understanding and acceptance of 

socialist core values. In this process, students can enhance their conscious practice of socialist core 

values by reflecting on their learning experiences, the formation process of their values, and their 

manifestation in actual behavior. 

By effectively implementing this formative and self-evaluation system, we can ensure significant 

achievements in students' ideological and political education and the learning of socialist core values. 

More importantly, it helps to inspire students to develop lifelong learning habits and to shape a 

generation of socialist builders and successors who are both theoretically grounded and possess a 

strong sense of social responsibility. The improvement and implementation of such an evaluation 

system are crucial for enhancing the quality and effectiveness of ideological and political education 

in universities and achieving educational goals. 

5. Conclusion 

In summary, the organic combination of ideological and political education with socialist core 

values education in universities not only helps to address current challenges faced by ideological and 

political education practices in universities but also holds significant theoretical value and practical 
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significance. In the future, workers in ideological and political education in universities should 

continue to explore and innovate to achieve the widespread dissemination and deep internalization of 

socialist core values, contributing to the cultivation of well-rounded socialist builders and successors. 
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